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2 great ideas take kids beyond the backyard

TS pasT mokmd | spent two dayvs nf the
Ghiality Deer Management Association
armial convention, in Chil Banoog,
Tiihn.., oy iy Wy for meddbeal tests ot the
Humtsyille (Ala.y Heart Center

Whikle I tosred the displays with Bil
Jogran, of Realiree, and Lee aed Tilfany
Lakaosky, of "Cetting Close™ television,
this handsome young man approached
mie with @ smile and heosdshake.

His naoes was Deam Castillo, ansd [
ol icid the monogram “Sporisnsen’s
Legacy Foundation™ on his shirt.

“What is the SLF™ [ asked

He explained that he ereated SLF with
amission to “provide lasting, guality cui-
der mentorship to children who have
lest & parent or who hnve n parent that
hias become physically challenged asa
result ol pubilic servioe™ — military, fire
Oghtng Law enforcemenl

What & greal concegil

Fie added that SLF las a new nation
wiile prograom slmed @t geiting sons amd
daughters of vur medlitary (and firefight-
ers and police), children & to 12, into the
outdoors to participate n fishing, hunt-
mge. horseback riding. archery, shooting
sporis, boating, cimpme hiking. ele

Wi b D Castillo 1o stard such an
op gz tan?

ke i someope prefty special, aned mot

just because be hunis.

Dheams 5 @ pilof in the Mavy, and has
flomm meore fham 400 missions in I,
Afghanistan and Besnia. He is a leabersust
commander and mo% serves as Operal ions
(e o e Had Bippers of the Sirilee
Fighter Squadpon ELEVEN. Dean gradaat-
e Brom the Moval Academy n 1965 and
plaved on The foodball feson as well

He ol s b had iy mricin ¥ close
Triends dlie o bescoime disabilsd, amed thedr
children then lose the male rale-mode
newded to help get them in the woods,
And there are thonsands of yoingfers
walling for kelp.

Thais, SLFwas born

In oeder for Dean's program o work.
the menioks are exiremely Impriant,
Mote that this progeam ot a cne-shet
dial. Mentors will work with their
assigmad children &8 long as s nessled.

1 beve thils comnesgt — bl ping canr fgght -
imng meen amed womsen, firefighters amd

palice get their children into the woods
s homored when Dean asked me 1o be o
ke Audv Bory Board. For information on
howw woan can beldp this preat progranm., gols
wRw sporismenslegacyfoundation.ong

Whett [ wae a wildlife professor, & pre-
lIaw smdent ook several of my wildbife
clxsses. Just like Dean Castille, Bobby
Warner is bright, personable and well
spoken. In the past sight meonths, l've
been in touch with Bobby several 1imes,
adling R absou some legal 155168 pelal-
ad 1o my health situation. [1 was daring
amne of [hose conversalions that Bobly
1okl me abont 2 new charitable youth
foursdation he creatsd

Throwgh the years, I've learned thai
Baobby is someone pretity special, nnd not
juest bocause he humis. As a parent and
huamter, he andierstamds just kow Enpors
fant i b5 vo ge Kids “bevand Uhe back-
vard, ™ The missbon of Bevond ihe Back-
ward is 1o inerease the nambse of chil-
dren who participate in West Virginia's
great outdoors.

Whait n great conoept.

Membership is open to all children,
and it's free. Members get a newsaletter
amad access 1o an inleractive Webssite that
ahould B up and nanning ina week.
Mlembers will also be mvited 1o amend
crganized youth humimg and fishine

i BOAEY WARKLR CHARITABLL YOUTH FOUNDATION

averts, and the chnnos to participate n
writing and art competitions.

Winmers will be invited o o on all:
expenses-paid hunting. fshing aml caunp-
i slvvenl s,

“We want 1o involve all of the children
of West Vieginia and beconse a place thar
kids are ahle to learmn and grow as out-
docrsmen and outdoorswomen,” Boblbey
sabd. “Tho We'b site willl inchude a photo
gallery, games and indormanion on ]
get inwalved in Beyond the Backyard.®

Bobby Warner is no stramger to inmwow:
nfive ideas. IF vou've seen his feleviston
commercinls, Web site, bogo and letter:
Bl for his Warner Law Oflioes in
Charlestan, then Pou Ko lvé i passion
abe aboal gatning kids ineo the outdoors
s, his TV ads for his law fiom promote

hunting and vouth participation in all
outdoor sctivitkes

Gt your Kiids to join Beyond the Back.
yard. Thore will be neawslettors, sominars
sl outdocrs trips of all kinds, As Bobdy
podrits oL, the parenis are the key to
Blasyaie] the Backyard

“Wea wanit the parents to b oas mvelved
as e Buls,” he said

e Lt thing: Check oul their essay
coniest, with the winner getting a free
haunting trip with shotgum or muezle-
Lismsdbior $o Ohujes. Thee haimt will gakee place
HMov. 2223 anwd bee fikmeed for possible use
on felevision. Children nead to write an
eaay aboil thedr mest mhemaorable Wit
Wirginin outdoor experienoe. The dead:
Time is Ohct. 30, arwd your mwst be o neember
af Beyoral the Backyard fo be eligible,

Remders know 1 foel ; about et
tirg o wouth o the eutdooss for camp-
it-ng. m]EnS‘ humting. mvw That's why

i E ¥ 10 ACcepl *s Invitation to
sapve ot the Board of Directors,

For more information on how togel &
firese metnbership, and alse how 1o partiel-
pate i the writing contest: wasw boeyend
thebackyard org, or (8581 WV-WOODS, or
enak] Owallst beyvondihebscByvard org.

D DAVE SAMUEL i & retred wiklile prodesacy
B wiieck W © Hrow HuRling™ cshusn for By
g, Viedt Fis We Sie, hresatiing oo



